





affects our story only in a limited way, for the
stone building and the banking enterprise parted

o~ ways early on. The bank had two incarnations,

separated by nineteen years and much "water
over the dam.” Suffice it to say here that we know
the bank occupied our stone building during its
initial brief life, but we do not know with certainty
the extent to which it actually "lived" in the same
building when it was revived to serve Granville
financial interests two decades later.

The historical accounts describe the enterprise
as a bank of deposit and discount. It printed its
own paper money, examples of which are in the
collections of the Granville Historical Society. Its
leaders were prominent men of the village and
locale, and evidently the initial year or two of the
enterprise were quite successful. But what the
bank directors had not counted on was the
economic recession that plagued the region in the
wake of the War of 1812. In only the third year of
its young life, the bank found itself unable to meet

#=its obligations, and, according to the memory of

Elias Gilman as recorded in the minutes of the
Alexandrian Society, in August or September of
1817, the directors "passed an order, agreeing to
suspend the Banking operations .. owing to the
insolvent condition of its affairs.”

The bank did not totally end its operations at
this point (it actually continued receipt of
payments due, etc.), but it was no longer fully in
business. Beyond the banking enterprise, the
financial stress of the Alexandrian Society itself
must have been very real, for it evidently failed to
meet a crucial obligation in 1818. More on that
story follows, as well as on the second incarnation
of the bank and why the extent of its occupancy of
the stone building is uncertain.

A Cabinet Maker in the Stone Bank Building
So we've seen that by about the fall of 1817, the

#= bank building, still new, was in need of a tenant.

No prime real estate like this could go empty for
long in the village, still new itself and no doubt in
need of places to live and work. We know nothing

Cabinet Making.

P RHE subscriber takes this method to
inform his friends and the public

in general, that he has commenced the:
CABINET MAKING BUSINESS
in the Stone building formerly occupied
for a Bank house; and from his experi-
ence in the business, flatters himself to
be able to give satisfaction to such as
may call on him for any articles in his
line. He will receive in payment most
articles of country produce, and will not
refuse cash,

Granville, Jan. 14th, 1823.

SAM. F. BACON.

{77 Wanted immediately, seasoned
Cherry, Walnut, and Butteinut Boards,
and Scantling, for which a liberal price.
will be given. S. F. B.

The Jan. 24, 1823 issue of The Wanderer,
Granville's first newspaper, carried this
advertisement for the newly-launched cabinet-
making shop of Samuel F. Bacon in the stone
building, "formerly occupied for a Bank
house." It is the earliest evidence we have for a
specific use of the building after the 1817
demise of the bank. To date, no other
documentation of Bacon's business in the stone
building has been identified.
of the five or six years immediately ensuing, but in
1823, cabinetmaker Samuel Bacon opened his
business there. He announced his opening in the
Jan. 24, 1823 issue of The Wanderer, Granville's
first newspaper, saying in his notice that he
wanted

.. to inform his friends and the public
that he has commenced the cabinet making
business in the stone building formerly
occupied for a bank house ... he will receive

in payment most articles of country

produce, and will not refuse cash ...

Bacon goes on to call for cherry, walnut, and
butternut boards, "for which a liberal price will be













time, probably by 1838, the second incarnation of
the Alexandrian Bank would fail as well, brought
down by its many difficulties, including the Panic

0 1837.

The Gunsmith

Storekeeper Hezekiah Kilbourn died in 1841,
and five years later, in 1846, the property deed
was transferred to his son, Levi. The next we hear
the younger Kilbourn's name, he is referenced in
the sale of the property in 1848. During the years
intervening, did Levi maintain his father's store or
use the property for other purposes? One piece of
evidence exists that points to the use of the
building as a gunsmith's shop. It is attested to by
one of the most helpful sources that we have for
“the building, a 1930 Granville Times article by
Charles B. White. In the article, White traces the
history of the building, based in good part on the
memories of an elderly Granville citizen who had
been young in the time of the Kilbourn ownership.
White's informant is David Davies, about whom

#*White says, "His memory is so retentive and his

boyhood recollections so vivid that his testimony
carries the seal of authenticity." Davies recalls
that as a lad in about 1845,

My companions and I on our way to and
from school used to stop at the stone bank
building and peer in at the open door,
fascinated by the array of rifles which stood
along the walls. We never had the boldness
to enter, for the gun smith, whose name was
John Smith, was a grim, mysterious man,
who talked little and drank much liquor...

As with the evidence for Kilbourn's store, it is
difficult to find other references or testimonials,
beyond the White article, to the mysterious
gunsmith. But although Davies's recounting has
not turned out to be 100 percent accurate,
nonetheless an indelible childhood memory such

P as the sights and sounds of the gunsmith's shop

would be difficult to question. We must probably
grant that for at least a short while, the building
served this purpose. And we can hope that

someday, additional
colorful occupancy will turn up.

documentation for this

The'Millinery and First Private Residences

After the gunsmith, darkness once again
descends on the building, until we get another
glimpse in 1848. That was the year in which
Granville citizen Rufus G. Fosdick and his wife
Mary purchased the property from Levi Kilbourn.
Mary established a millinery shop in the building,
and the tin sign for the shop, reading "Mrs.
Fosdick, Milliner,"” is still in the possession of the
Granville Historical Society. In 1850, Rufus went
West on the Gold Rush, while Mary stayed in
Granville, conducting her millinery business. She
may also have lived in the building during this
time. After Rufus returned from California, some
$1,500 richer, they both lived in the building.

The site was also used as a millinery shop a
few years later by Mrs. Samuel H. Worcester, as
related by David Davies in the Charles White
articlee. Mr. and Mrs. Worcester bought the
property in 1856 for $600. White and Davies
missed mentioning the fact that between the
Fosdick and Worcester occupancies, the
ownership of the property turned over four times
in only four years (1852-1856). But despite the
clear evidence of deed transfers, there is no
indication that these owners lived in or otherwise
used the building themselves. Rather, they
probably leased to the occupants who were
remembered by Davies. The history of rising sale
price of the property contributes to the evidence
that this series of ownerships was motivated by
real estate speculation. Fosdick bought the
property for $300, and ten years later, it sold for
$1,000 (an increase in value of 233%), with the
interim sales reflecting the steadily increasing
value.

Samuel H. Worcester was an Englishman who
was a student at Granville College (later to be
named Denison University). In 1854 college
records, he listed his hometown as Portsmouth.
He evidently came to Granville to pursue
theological studies (as remembered by Davies;










was seeking to appeal to Denison students, among
others.

Despite the <claims in its opening
announcements, Mr. Church's operation did not
wholly restrict its potable offerings to lemonade
and milk. Scandal came to Granville in 1889 when
Church and his assistant William Davis were
charged with and tried for Sunday sales of
intoxicating liquor, specifically hard cider. Village
ordinances prohibiting sale of alcoholic beverages
had been instituted in the 1870s and 1880s. Both
Church and Davis were fined $50 and court costs,
an impressive penalty for the day (Granville
Times, Jan. 31, 1889).

William Davis was known more informally to
his clientele as "Billy Beans." Described in Charles
White's article as Church's "man-of-all-work,"”
Davis was an African-American man who became
the owner of the restaurant sometime in the
1890s. Billy Beans' gourmet legacy was, according
to White, the "indelible memories” of men and
especially Denison University students,
relished the sandwiches, baked goods, sardines,
and other edibles that came out of Billy's kitchen.
The presumably fond memories were mixed,
White asserted, with "the pains of indigestion
which often followed indulgence in Billy's
delicacies." A photo from the 1899 Adytum, the
Denison student yearbook, shows Billy in front of
the stone bank building, under a "Lunch Room"
sign, sporting his white kitchen apron.

At least three other restaurateurs followed in
the ensuing (1901-1910). These
proprietors included Charles Mertens, William
Legge, and William Morgan. The sequence and
durations of these occupancies is exceptionally
difficult to sort out, and various pieces of evidence
contradict each other. Mertens may actually have
owned the restaurant business there twice during
this period, or possibly he was involved with
another nearby restaurant, which persisted for
that entire time in the next building to the east.
Advertisements of the day tended to say simply
"South Side, Broadway," and street numbers were

who

decade
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not used. It's clear, however, that the building had
a good long run as a restaurant, a history that was
not over'in 1910 when the final restaurateur,
William Schwab (sometimes spelled "Swabb") ~

acquired the business. Schwab named it the Oak

Dining Parlor, or simply "The Oaks." At no point
was the building itself actually owned by any of
these restaurateurs, who no doubt were paying
rent for the premises to Mrs. Bragg Smith all these
years.

Will Schwab announced the launch of the Oak
Dining Parlor with a touch of class, with the
report in the March 31, 1910 issue of the Granville
Times that "he will be ready for business as soon
as his new furniture arrives..." No beat-up, used
furniture for the new enterprise! The Granville
Times (May 27, 1915) also was the vehicle of the
announcement five years later that Mr. Schwab
was compelled on account of ill health to vacate
the premises and close the business. This short
notice concludes with the sentence, "Who will
occupy this room has not been announced.”" Thus
ended the stone building's restaurant era.

According to Charles White, the shop of
plumber Charles Simpson followed the restaurant
in the building, and indeed at the time of White's
article (1930), he could say that Simpson still was
doing business out of the rear of the building,
probably the frame addition to the building that
had been in evidence on the insurance drawings
for many years. But Simpson's immediate arrival
in 1915 and his occupancy of the front of the
building have not been further substantiated.

The Interurban Depot

The next occupant for which we have a certain
record, however, was a prominent one. In July
1916, Mrs. Bragg Smith rented the building to the
Ohio Electric Railway Company, which was
operating the Interurban electric trolley that ran
between Newark and Granville from 1890 to
1923. Previously, the depot/ticket office for the’“
trolley had been located at various other sites on
Broadway. For the last six years of its operation

N












from the remains of a Welsh Hills schoolhouse
built in 1825 from the same local sandstone, cut
by Joseph Evans, one of the same stonemasons
who built the bank building. Meanwhile, the
original structure was treated to a thoroughgoing
renovation with new floors, windows, roofing,
utilities, and a "new" antique door, made of
butternut wood. The door had originally been
constructed for a Granville home between 1820
and 1830.

The new facility was celebrated on the
occasion of Granville's Sesquicentennial, the
150th anniversary of the founding of the village.
On September 30, 1955, none other than Ohio
Governor Frank ]. Lausch visited Granville for the
official dedication of the Museum of the Granville
Historical Society. A photograph in front of the
newly spruced-up facade shows the Governor
flanked by Dr. William T. Utter, historian and GHS
Curator; Mr. Henry E. Eaton, President of the
Granville Historical Society; and the three
gentlemen's wives.

The day was an auspicious one for the new
occupant of the old stone building. It was almost
as if it had been envisioned by the late Charles
White in the Granville Times article he had
penned 25 years prior. Looking ahead to the
future of the unassuming but historic structure,
he mused that

Time alone will reveal what function it
will serve in the future, but all Granville
citizens who revere her historic buildings
hope—and that hope is likely to be realized

— that it will be the home of some

institution or organization intimately

associated with Granville's best ideals.

A worthy aspiration, indeed, for the Granville
Historical Society.
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[ am greatly indebted to Theresa Overholser,
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Archivist of the Granville Historical Society, for

her extensive and always good-willed assistance

with my research. Another volunteer in the GHS
Archives, Janet Procida, was helpful at many
points and always encouraging. Denison
University Archivist Sasha Griffin and her staff
were also very obliging, including mounting an
exhaustive search for an elusive photograph. My
colleagues on the Publications Committee of the
GHS have been more than patient with my long-
delayed article.

A note about sources: Rather than burden
this article with extensive footnotes, I have taken
a more general approach to documentation,
reflected here. I am placing my research notes
and extensive chronology of the building on file
permanently in the Archives of the GHS, so that
the researcher who needs to pursue any given
source further may have the benefit of my
detailed documentation. As for more general

references, | have included some within the body ﬂ

of the text, such as the all-important article by
Charles B. White in the Aug. 7, 1930 Granville
Times, p. 4. Mr. White's timely recording of the
memories of David Davies of the uses of the stone
bank building in the mid- to late-19th century
provides an invaluable backbone for this article.
However, even this resource is not accurate in
every detail, as shown in property deed transfers.

[ spent extensive time mining the deed
transfer records at the Recorder's Office of the
Licking County Courthouse. There is no arguing
with these carefully preserved and detailed
records, which are, however, written in a hand
that is sometimes exceedingly difficult to read.
The researcher who is interested in more
information (names, dates of deed transfer, etc.)
about the four transfers of the property in the

four years from 1852 to 1856 may find all of that -

real estate minutiae in the materials I have left on
file at the GHS. He or she may also, of course, find
it the same way I did.




~ Bedrock resources for Granville history are the
Rev. Henry Bushnell's The History of Granville,
Licking County, Ohio, 1889, and William T. Utter's
Granville, The Story of an Ohio Village, 1956. Mr.
Utter's notes for his book are also on file at the
GHS Archives, and provide a helpful supplement
to his book. Other treasures of the Archives
include the board minutes of the Alexandrian
Society, copies of early Granville newspapers such
as The Wanderer, and records of the GHS
(especially concerning the bequest of Clara
Sinnett  White and the early 1950s
renovation/construction of the Museum building
and extension). Theresa Overholser, Archivist of
the GHS, provided a wealth of knowledge for
available U.S. Census data, Licking County tax
records, financial and construction records
pertinent to the GHS, and especially the
invaluable Sanborn Insurance Maps, which
ﬂillustrate the village's buildings and purposes

“over a period of about 50 years spanning the turn
of the 20th century.

The Granville Times, published from 1880
through the beginning of World War Il (except
during World War 1), is the workhorse resource
for Granville history. I made extensive use of it,
especially for advertisements and obituaries. The
Times is available online through the Granville
Public Library and on microfilm at the GHS
Archives. Another invaluable resource for
Granville history is the series of Masonic
Yearbooks, which can be perused at the GHS. The
Yearbooks record annual village activities and
events during the early years of the 20th century,
but they also reflect a historical interest and
sometimes refer to 19th-century background. The
annual Granville village directories covering
much of the 20th century are very helpful as well

ﬁ.in pinning down the presence and sometimes the

addresses of local businesses and organizations.
Some of the residents of the stone building
were connected to Denison University; for these |

consulted sources in the Denison Archive»s,
including pertinent issues of The Denisonian (the
Denison student newspaper), The Adytum (the
Denison yearbook), and 19th-century annual
catalogs of the university and of The Young
Ladies' Institute (the women's school that would
later merge with Denison). Francis W.
Shepardson's book about the college's history,
Denison University: A Centennial History (1931),
yielded the valuable photograph that is the sole
evidence of the stone building's use as a marble
works (p. 68).

Useful sources for the Roberts barbers include
Rita Jackson's Black History Ohio: African
American Trailblazers, Licking County (2008); the
unpublished research by Alan E. Huggins on
“Barbers in Granville from the 1880s until the
1930s" and "Walter Samuel Johnson: Enoch, the
Professor, The Black Prince: Husband, Father,
Barber, Band Leader, Baseball Coach"”; and a key
article about Buss Roberts in the Columbus, Ohio
Citizen Journal (June 15,1972, p. 14).

Finally, the Alexandrian Bank was extensively
researched by John Davenport in his article,
"Banking in Granville Evolves from Rocky 19th
Century Start,” which was published in The
Historical Times (Vol. XXIX, Issue 3, Fall 2015).
Also in that same issue, Jessica Bean offers an
overview of 19th-century banking, "Granville's
first bank reflected industry's early history in
U.S." Other articles in The Historical Times that
were useful for this research were William
Hoffman's "Clara Sinnett White: 1862-1947 (Vol.
XVI, Issue 1, Winter/Spring 2002); and, in the
same issue, a reprint of Leora Norris
Shepardson's 1955 article, "The Granville
Historical Society."

NOTE: All photos are from the Granville
Society

Historical archives unless otherwise

indicated.
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GET CONNECTED,
JOIN THE SOCIETY

The Granville Historical Society is an all-
volunteer, non-governmental not-for-profit
501(c)(3) organization with membership
open to all. Joining the Society is a delightful
way to meet people who share a love of and
interest in Granville’s rich, well-documented
history.  Monthly  programs, quarterly
publications, and a museum that is open five
days a week during the season are some of the
ways that enable Society volunteers to share
facets of what makes Granville so fascinating
with members and guests. Volunteers are
welcome in the Archives and Museum
Collections areas, as well as museum hosts.

Please visit Granvillehistory.org for further
information about all that we do and how you
can get involved.

The Granville Historical Society

P.0. Box 129, Granville, OH 43023 q

740-587-3951

GranvilleHistorical@gmail.com

www.granvillehistory.org

Granville History Museum and Robinson

Research Center, 115 West Broadway.
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