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Museum Hours 

May & September 

Saturdays - Noon to 4 p.m. 

Sundays - 1 p.m. to 3 p.m. 

June, July & August 

Thursdays - 1 p.m. to 3 p.m. 

Fridays - 1 p.m. to 3 p.m. 

Saturdays - Noon to 4 p.m. 

Sundays - 1 p.m. to 3 p.m. 
 

Archives Hours 

Researchers: Please use 
Robinson entry on the west 
side of the building. Archi-
vists are available to assist 
researchers from 9 a.m. to 
Noon and 1 to 4 p.m. on 
Thursdays or by appoint-
ment.  
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Questions or comments 

See contact information 

 

Archival Item of the Month 

 

 

The Annual Examinations and Commence-
ment Exercises of the Granville Female Semi-
nary in 1861 shows the three-day schedule of 
Bible Class, Parsing, Geometry and Arithmetic 
exams were interspersed with musical and 
piano performances. Young women were ex-
pected to be accomplished in all these areas at 
the close of their school days. 
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Old Colony Volunteers Will Gather 

To Maintain Cemetery Monuments 

Lydia Baker is one of the lucky ones. Her beautiful marble memorial stone, dating from her death in 
1853, has been restored to its full height and grandeur in Granville’s Old Colony Burying Ground. Her 
headstone joins hundreds that have been conserved and restored over the years in the historic graveyard. 
(see photos on page 2) 

Much of that careful restoration, including the work on Lydia’s stone, was led by historic preservationists 
Jim & Minxie Fannin, who visited Granville each year in their professional capacity and as longtime 
friends of the Granville Historical Society. Their work depended on the assistance of many volunteers—
citizens and students, retirees and young people, who have pitched in year after year to help turn the Old 
Colony into an outdoor museum of Granville history. 

Now, for the second year, we volunteers are “on our own,” continuing the Fannins’ tradition of summer 
morning sessions in the Old Colony to clean, excavate, and repair these invaluable historic monuments. 
The 2018 season kicks off from 9 a.m. to noon on Saturday, June 9, and everyone’s help is solicited! 

No special skills are needed—experienced participants will be on hand to lead the work. Coffee and other 
drinks, along with breakfast goodies, will be available as well as gloves and tools. Bring your own if you 
prefer. Call Lyn Boone at 740-587-4728 or email Boonel@denison.edu to know more. 

If you think you will attend, let Lyn know so that she can plan for the approximate number of volunteers. 
And Thank You in advance for helping make Year 27 of the Old Colony Restoration a success! 

Growing Our Membership 

Society volunteers Jane Wilkin and Wayne 
Piper manned a table at the Granville Farmer’s 
Market in early May to promote membership, 
sell Society publications, and encourage muse-
um visitation. A sunny day produced excellent 
sales. Folks who purchase a membership at the 
market receive a free box of note cards. Two 
additional dates are on the schedule on  July 
28 & Sept. 15.   



Third Graders Learn About Local History 
Granville third grade students toured the Historical Society Museum recently. As they learned how Granville’s history is represented by 
buildings still standing in the village, they also were challenged to identify several objects from the Society’s collection of historical objects. 
Each year, the Society welcomes the third graders and devises activities that will interest and inform their studies of local history. When 
asked for ideas about the future use of the Prospect St. fire station, the most popular answer was an expanded Whit’s. Now there’s an idea 
that has potential! 

 

Dave Skeen tells Granville Elementary School third 

graders about the canteen that operated for mem-

bers of the armed forces in the Opera House build-

ing during World War II. 

Asking questions gets students thinking and engaged while 

they watch a slide show of postcard photos from Granville’s 

past.  

Monument Restoration Work Is Rewarding 

Lydia Baker’s marble stone is one of the most recent restoration 

success stories at the Old Colony Burying Ground. The 1853 me-

morial was restored by volunteers who carry on the work that 

was guided by professional preservationists Jim & Minxie Fannin 

for many years. Volunteers begin this summer’s work at the cem-

etery on Saturday, June 9. 


