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G E N E R A L  

I N F O R M A T I O N  

Museum Hours 
The 2017 season begins 
on Thursday, May 4. Reg-
ular hours are 1 to 4 p.m. 
on Thursdays, Fridays & 
Sundays and from 10 a.m. 
to 4 p.m. on Saturdays. 

Archives Open 
Researchers: Please use 
Robinson entry on the 
west side of the building. 
Archivists available to as-
sist researchers from 9 
a.m. to Noon and 1 to 4 
p.m. on Thursdays or by 
appointment. 

 

One step up from the original “tin can” style 

phone used by children, this 1880 phone was 

used by J. Boaz Jones. It connected his home 

on the NW corner of Pearl and Maple streets to 

the railroad station #16. Copper wire was 

strung between the two locations and, needless 

to say, calls could only be made between those 

two locations. The original diaphragm has been 

replaced by a plastic disc.  

No operator; no party lines; no telephone com-

pany. But before long people were signing up 

for the convenience of talking to neighbors 

without leaving the house. One long, two short 

rings. That’s a call for us! 

Thoreau Brown Bag Lunch  

Set for Robinson Meeting Room 
As part of the series of events planned by the 

Granville Library, Henry David Thoreau, as por-

trayed by Dr. Kevin Radaker, will join Historical 

Society members and guests for a Brown Bag 

Lunch at noon on Friday, May 19, in the Robinson 

Research Center meeting room. Radaker’s topic 

will be “Thoreau on Slavery and the Conscience.” 

The meeting is free and open to the public; just 

bring your lunch. 

Several other events are part of the Thoreau bicen-

tennial celebration. The main event is the presenta-

tion by Dr. Radaker at 1 p.m. on Saturday, May 

20, in the First Presbyterian Church. “Thoreau’s 

Passion for the Wild and the Wilderness” will be 

at 6:30 p.m. on Thursday, May 18, in the Library 

and “Come Alive! Chautauqua Jr. at Wildwood 

Park” will be from 6:30 to 8 p.m. on Friday, May 

19, at Wildwood Park. More information about 

other events can be obtained at the Library. 

Unplug and Experience 

Variety of  Programs 

Fifteen organizations have planned special activ-

ities to entice families to Turn Your Screen Off 

and enjoy adventures ranging from art walks, to  

flower arranging, biking, Tai Chi, birding, free 

comic books and a planetarium show and obser-

vatory open house. 

From Sunday, April 30, through Saturday, May 

6,  each day offers something different to do.  

The Granville Historical Society will be open on 

Monday, May 1, from 6:30 to 8:30 p.m. for a 

special family friendly evening to view the new 

exhibits featuring “Wheels” in Granville’s histo-

ry, as well as a variety of historical documents 

and materials from WWI.  

Special Sale on Books 

On Saturday, May 6,  the Society will be at the 

opening day of the Granville Farmers Market to 

promote membership in the Society and to offer 

a variety of books at special sale prices. This 

sale includes the photo history volume as well as 

the Pocket History Series, and other books. Artifact of the Month 

Communications 

   From “In-Person” 

   To “Impersonal” 
You don’t have to be a centarian to appreciate 

the vast changes in communications that have 

taken place in the last 100 years. From rudi-

mentary telephones installed in just a few 

homes to smart phones the are nearly ubiqui-

tous, our means of connecting with family and 

friends have gone from in-person and via snail 

mail to instant messaging, Facebook, and tele-

phoning with special ring tones to indicate who 

is calling. 

These changes have brought with them a slew 

of not-so-desirable changes as well. Robo calls 

may well dominate your caller list, despite hav-

ing registered with the “do not call” list. It’s 

hard to disconnect from work related calls for 

many people while for others it’s hard to get 

the attention of teenagers glued to their screen. 

Ahhh, progress! 


