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Museum Hours 

Open for Christmas 

Walking Tour at 3 

p.m. on Dec. 3 

The museum is closed 

for the season. We 

look forward to seeing 

you in the Spring! 

Members of the Society gathered at Ken-

dal at Granville’s Amelia Room for the 

annual fall banquet and the annual meet-

ing of the Society. Following a convivial 

reception and delicious meal, President 

Tom Martin called the annual meeting to 

order. The primary order of business was 

the election of new officers and board 

members to serve in 2017.  

Chuck Peterson will assume the office of 

president with David Skeen as vice presi-

dent, Cynthia Cort as secretary, and Jane 

Wilken continuing as treasurer. Elected to 

serve on the board of managers for three-

year terms were Wayne Piper, David 

Rinehart, and Catherine Dollard. Wayne 

is a retired librarian and active in St. 

Luke’s Church; David, also retired, has 

been compiling statistics for the Society 

for several years; and Catherine is on the 

history department faculty at Denison 

University. 

The gathering ended with a presentation 

by Tom Martin highlighting village 

homes and historic events associated with 

them. 

Members Elect New Officers 

Stylish Buggy Facilitated Courtship 

The Society was recently the delighted recipient of a buggy 

that has multiple Granville connections. First owned by 

James Houston in the mid-1800s, he used the vehicle to 

court Amanda Wilkin, a Granville resident and Granville 

Female Seminary student, driving the 35 miles from New 

Lexington to Granville. The couple were grandparents to 

Elizabeth “Betsy” Eaton O’Neill.  

T. David Price acquired the buggy, restored it, and proudly 

drove it for many years. He generously donated it to the So-

ciety in November. It now resides in the museum and is a 

beautiful reminder of not only transportation in the 1800s 

but also of the effort required by a young suitor to win the 

hand of his beloved. 

Cemetery Records Now On Society Website 
In a joint project with the Granville Township Trustees, the Granville Historical Society has recently add-

ed records from four local cemeteries to our website. These records are important to descendants,  re-

searchers and genealogists.  

The earliest person to begin the documentation of Granville’s Old Colony Burying Ground cemetery was 

Charles Webster Bryant who in 1886 recorded the inscriptions on headstones there. Jodi Lavely, the Socie-

ty’s office administrator, has combined Bryant’s records as well as more modern records from several 

sources into the searchable data bases. The late Don Young, for instance, had developed a valuable website 

some years ago and Township trustees were interested in bringing the records up to date and accessible 

again. They consulted with the Society and the project was developed. 

Kevin Bennett, a trustee and also past president of the Society, said “As the cemetery operations are, in 

part or whole, the responsibility of the township, efforts were undertaken to try and restore this important 

resource for public access.” 

Records for the Old Colony, Maple Grove, Philipps and Cedar Hill cemeteries are now online on the Soci-

ety’s website. The amount of information available varies, but  includes the basics such as name, date of 

birth and death, and may include such information as parents, spouse, place of death, veteran branch, cause 

of death, and the  person’s last residence address. Check out this newest service at <Granvillehistory.org> 

and click on the Granville History heading. 


