
 The Alexandrian Society, founded to establish a library for 

Granville residents, established the first bank in town and 

started operations in 1815, just 10 years after the first set-

tlers arrived. They occupied the new stone building in 1816. 

The bank’s main 

purpose was funding 

loans to people who 

needed capital. 

 In 1816 there was no 

federal currency in 

the United States, so 

(like other regional banks) the Alexandrian Bank printed its 

own paper currency. 

 Unfortunately, after the first year or two of operations, the 

Bank ran afoul of a recession in the U.S. economy and it 

failed in 1817. Failure came about because loans were not 

repaid and, as a result, the Bank could not meet its other 

obligations. 

 The Alexandrian Society attempted to revive the Bank in 

1836 but it had the spectacular bad luck of coinciding with 

the renowned financial panic of 1837, which brought on a 

period of nationwide economic depression. As a conse-

quence, the bank failed again in 1838. 

 The extent to which the building was used during the sec-

ond Bank’s operation (1836-1838) is unclear because in the 

1820s the building had been sold at sheriff’s sale. It may 

have leased a space in the building during that second reviv-

al of operations. 

 In 1890, when the Electric Interurban arrived in Granville, 

the only other form of transportation was horse drawn. Resi-

dents had to go to Newark to find a railway station and to 

Zanesville to find water-born transport. It was one of the 

first interurban lines in the country and was the first to have 

a contract to carry U.S. mail. 

 Interurban cars were made in several places, one of which 

was Newark, where the Jewett Manufacturing Company 

made such cars. There is an example of a Jewett-built Inter-

urban Car at the Works in Newark. 

 The route was along East Broadway and out Granville-

Newark Road as far as Cherry Valley Road, where it turned 

to cross the viaduct known as Showman’s Arch over Rac-

coon Creek near Reddington Road and on into central New-

ark along West Main Street. In its heyday, the Interurban 

ran on the half-hour between Granville and Newark. 

 The building was the station for the Interurban between 

1916 and 1923. A 

track ran alongside this 

building and what pre-

ceded the Park Nation-

al Bank Building. Lat-

er the line was extend-

ed down South Main 

St. to the Granville 

depot. Passenger trains 

from Granville ran northwest to Toledo and southeast to 

Ironton. 

 By 1923, streets had been paved and residents drove around 

in cars and took buses, ending the usefulness of the Inter-

urban. It was the American way: as soon as a new form of 

transportation appeared, the existing one was discard-

ed or redirected (canals, railroads, and later even in-

tercity buses). 

 In 1848, Granville resident Rufus Fosdick purchased 

the stone bank building for his wife, Mary, to use as a 

residence and millinery shop while he went west to 

find his fortune in the Gold Rush. 

 Mrs. Fosdick’s tin shop sign is still owned by the 

Granville Historical Society and is on display in the 

cabinet in our millinery exhibit area. (It is in such 

poor condition that we made a replica for easier 

viewing in the exhibit.)

 In 1851-52, Rufus Fosdick came home from the Gold 

rush, $1,500 richer. He and Mrs. Fosdick lived in the 

stone building for several years. The Fosdick occu-

pancy is our first known use of the building as a resi-

dence. 

 Mr. & Mrs. S. H. Worcester bought the property in 

1856 for $600 for a residence. Mr. Worcester was a 

student at Granville College (later Denison). Mrs. 

Worcester, like Mrs. Fosdick, also ran a millinery 

shop in the building. 

 In 1858, the building was sold to George Bragg for 

$1,000, but the Worcesters continued to live there for 

several years longer. The Bragg family would own 

the building, leasing it out most of the time, for the 

next 65 years. 

 In 1866, George Bragg was married and he made an 

upscale home for his bride, Lucretia, in the stone 

building. It was reported that he furnished it elegantly 

with fine furniture and Brussels carpet. An exterior 

photo from the era shows a picket fence, vines climb-

ing the façade and white curtains at the windows. The 

Braggs lived in the building until 1875 when 

George’s father, Harvey passed away and George and 

Lucretia went to live with his widowed mother in a 

larger home in Granville. 

 In 1923, when the Interurban ceased operations, the 

elderly Mrs. Bragg, now widowed, gave the building 

to the Granville Public Library as an income proper-

ty. 

 

 The Roberts team of father (Alex) and son (Edgar) 

barbered in this building from 1923 to 1976. Both 

were nicknamed 

“Buss.” 

 Alex Roberts had 

been barbering in 

several other loca-

tions in the village 

when in 1923 he 

moved to what is now the front room of the museum. 

The shop was moved to the room now occupied by 

the barbering exhibit in the mid-1950s when the new 

addition was added. 

 Edgar started apprenticing with his dad at age 14 and 

took over the business in 1957 on his father’s retire-

ment. 

Helen A. Devenney 
1843-1917 
Daytime Dress - 1858 

Oese Roly Robinson  
1886-1981 
Dress & Hat -1939-40 

Clara Sinnet White 
1862-1947 
Blue Top -1885 

Six women from Granville’s history, 
who would have patronized  the 

building’s businesses are displayed 
wearing their dresses from 

our textile collection.  

Jemima White 
Abt. 1796-1858 
Daytime Dress - 1857 

Minnie Belle Jones 
1869 - 1955 
Top & Hat -1910 

Esther Jones Williams 
1823-1917 
Wedding Dress - 1839 

Museum Open Hours 

Thursday 1 to 4 p.m. 
Friday  1 to 4 p.m. 
Saturday 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
Sunday   1 to 4 p.m. 

The Alexandrian Society Bank Building was constructed in 1816 and is one of the oldest struc-
tures in Granville. Now the home of the Granville Historical Society, the front is made of regular-
ly coursed cut stone from a quarry located on a hillside just north of downtown Granville. The 
sides of the building received a more economical rough treatment. Two additions have increased 
the size of the building; one in 1955 when the Historical Society acquired the building and the 
most recent in 2011. 

The exhibits illustrate some of  the many uses of  the building in its first 200 years. 
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